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GOODS AND SERVICES TAX DISTRIBUTION 

65. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Premier: 
I refer to Tony Abbott’s reported comments on 22 April that the leaders of Victoria, New South Wales and 
Queensland were in talks with Western Australian Premier Colin Barnett on GST distribution.  

(1) How many meetings have taken place involving the Premier with other states to specifically discuss the 
GST distribution?  

(2) How are these talks progressing?  

(3) When can WA expect a larger return on its GST as a result of these talks?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) There have been no, if you like, formal talks between the Liberal Premiers, other than the fact that at 

each Council of Australian Governments meeting the Liberal Premiers have breakfast together.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: And a cigar!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: That’s it. That’s what Tony Abbott was talking about—breakfast? 

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The immaturity is spectacular.  

The GST issue has obviously had a very high profile across the country for several years. The Treasurers 
discussed it and there have been discussions among Liberal Treasurers and among Liberal Premiers, but formal 
meetings have not been set up specifically for that purpose.  

This state government has said we think a share of 75c in the dollar is fair. Bear in mind when we talk about the 
Liberal states, Western Australia, Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland, we are talking about 90 per cent 
of the Australian population and 90 per cent of the Australian economy. Those four states’ Premiers and 
Treasurers have broad in-principle agreement that the GST should progressively change so that most of the 
money is allocated on a per capita basis. That would suit Western Australia, and we have also made the point 
that that could be put in place through a transition over a 10-year period when no state would miss out.  

For years Western Australia was a net beneficiary, but never to the scale it is now. This state is losing more than 
$2 billion a year. We accept that Western Australia is a more prosperous state. We accept that we can contribute 
to Tasmania, South Australia and the Northern Territory. We do not accept that this state alone should carry the 
others. Indeed, the commonwealth should take responsibility for its territory, the Northern Territory.  

At least Tony Abbott listens and understands the debate. The Prime Minister —  

Several members interjected.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: At least he understands it; at least he talks about it. 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I have had discussions with him recently. At least he understands the issues involved. If 
this country is to achieve its potential, we cannot hold back the prosperous states—the prosperous and growing 
economies, industries and regions. A policy that makes the smallest states dependent on public expenditure is not 
in their long-term interest. At least Tony Abbott grasps that. Julia Gillard will not even talk about it.  
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